=

é

AL D

The

SATURDAY, JULY 22, 1905.

Entered at the Post' DMoe at New York as Second-
s Class Mall Matter,

Subscriptions by Mall, Postpald.

DATLY, Per Month....... besnssnanent viieee B0 BO
DAILY, Per Year,. ... . o 600
SUNDAY, Per Year......... we 200
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Yeor......cco000 8 00
DAILY AND SUNDAY, Per Month. . veoees 0

Postage to forelgn countries added,

TReaders who Intend to leave town for the summer
may have THE SUN malled to them at the foregoing
prices. The address may be changed as s desired.
Order through your newsdealer or of THE SUN, 170
Nassau streot.

Published by The Sun Printing and Publishing
Assoclation at 170 Naasau street, in the Borough
of Manhattan, New York.

————————

It our friends who favor us with manuscripts for
publication wish to hare re 'ected articles returned, they
must in all cases send stamps for that purpose.

To l‘ Complaining Correspondent,

We have received a letter complaining
of “THE SUN'S perennial optimism” in
refusing to accept the exposures of cor-
ruption in public officers and private in-
dividuals as other than evidence of the
increasing delicacy of the moral sense
of the American people.

Here precisely is the indictment against
TuE SUN brought by this correspondent:

“To THE ED170R oP THE SUN—Sfr: Whenevera
volce has been ralsed to decry some evil—let us
say the tendency of ‘soclelty women ' to gamhle
~TAR SUN has been ready to prove that never
has the evil been less manifest than now. Does
a group of men deplore the Increase of dlvorce
in the natlon? ‘Not at all,' says TH® SUN, ‘on
the contrary, we compare more than favorably
with all other countries.' Mr. DBONAPARTE
says that ‘America |s A Sodom among Christlan
peoples,' and he volces the unspoken thought of
thousands who have stood aghast these last years
at the monstrous revelation of fraud and corruption
In high places. Senators and Congressmen, glove
contracts and land office frauds, Judges and State
Legislatures, bribery and graft, Cabinet members
and diplomats, rallway rebates, asphalt companles,
postal frauds and cotton statistics, all mixed In a
terrible jumble of infamy.

= A recent compilation has been printed showing
a list of States having one or more of thelr oMclals
under some sort of prosecution for crime. The
Iist embraces every State In the Unlon but six!

= Recall Philadelphia and the other ciiles whose
sins have been lald bare by STErPrENs, to say
nothing of quasi-publio corporations—Standard
Oll, Beet Trust, Equitable, and 50 on ad nauseam.
How ‘high up’ later disclosures may reach, what
other Senatorial togas may yet be amirched,
doth not yet appear.

= By an lronlcal juxtaposi'on of ideas, THE
SuN, In an editorlal Immedlately preceding the
one under discussion, Implicates 1ts own State
officials In the Equitable nastiness!

“ In the face of such a cataclysm of crime THE
SUN calmly brushes aside Mr. BONAPARTK'S In-
diciment and assures us: ‘There is nothlng to
cause the lover of the United States the alightest
uneasicess. * ° * * Not only In the Federal
service, but also In State and municipal govern-
meunts the oltizens are demanding a higher standard
of honor.'

* Surely TH® SUN Is not serious, Is our un-
easineas to bo stified because public officlals are
being prosecuted for erime? Shall we not tremble
the more In the consclousness that beneath the
surface to which but few bubbles escape the seeth-
ing mass of corruption extends to unknown depths?

* Would THR SUN chloroform us that our end
may be palnless? HENRY B. ELY,

* BurraLo CREEK, Col., uly 10,”

TrE SUN never said and never implied
that “the tendency of ‘society women' to
gamble” is less manifest now than ever
before. It simply referred to the his-
torical fact that there was a time when
gambling among such women was gen-
eral and fashionable and passed without
reproach except by the Puritanical. Its
revival at the present day we reprobated
and we gave illustrations of its unhappy
consequences.

THE SUN never said or implied that,
a8 to the matter of divorce, “we compare
more than favorably with all other coun-
tries.” We simply cited the unques-
tionable fact that the statistics of di-
vorces gathered by the Federal Govern-
ment show that the vast preponderance
of divoroes in the United States are ob-
talned by wives and for other reasons
than the prime moral breach of the
marriage contract; and we denied, as
we do now again deny, that conjugal
morality is low in this country. Rela-
tively to European countries generally
it is high. We also referred to the fre-
quency of divorce in this country as
suggestive of a concession to the publio
sentiment which sustains matrimony as
the fundamental institution of human
society rather than as a deflance of it.

MNr. ELy is a careless reader. More-
over, he seems to be a man incapable of
taking anything approaching a philo-
sophic view of social conditions It is
not the presenca of moral turpitude
which is cause for alarm so much as the
toleration of it, indifference to it and
cynical treatment of its exposure. If
the flagrant corruption exposed so fre-
quently of late had been allowed to con-
tinue in hidden places, if there had been
no effort to bring is into the light of pub-
licity, if it had been successful in pre-
venting its revelation by means of the
money it had stolen, and if the revelation
had not produced in the public revolt and
a determinavion to clean out the rotten-
ness at any cost, no matter what might
be the respectabilities and the high pub-
lic reputations involved, Mr. ELY might
be despondent as to the moral condition
of the American people.

As it is, we are cleaning out the putrid-
ity; and naturally, as we go Into the
mess, we find it in new ramifications.
But we are going to do the job thor-
oughly ands' " 1l purify the air before we
are done with it.

Therefore THE SuN has said, and it
repeats, that this housecleaning is o*
hopeful promise. It is indicative of a
healthy public sentiment., Society and

politics and business are going to be
purer ar«d decenter in this couatry from
this time forth, The rascals and hum-
bugs are going to be stamped with their
true chara¢ter, no matter how respect-
able their pretens2s and how glittering
the robe of Jofty sentiment with which
they cloak their infamy.

The Plety of Rogers,

The Hon. JAMES T. RoGERS of Bing-
hamton has the honor of being the

leader of the majority in the present
Assembly. His speech in defoiwe of
his vote ugainst the removal of Judcel

* THE

HOOKER reveals in him a singular pfety.
It {8 a pity that so evidently edifying a
discourse has not been reported more
fully; the perfoct work can be guessed
at from the fragments,

THE SUN'S account is an abstract:

“ Mr. Rookns admitted that Justice HOOKKR
was gullty, and had done wrong, but he sald he
wouldn't do it again and would make a good Judge.
What he [RooERS) wanted was to punish the people
who mace It possible for HOOKER to be oarried
away by temptations to secure graft.”

Like the good, tender souled man
he is, Mr. ROGERS spares the criminal.
What evil associations, what bad cus-
toms, what a soiled environment have
made him what he is! If Brother ROGERS
were a Judge he would discharge all
prisoners and thunder tremendously.
against bad company.

The Times tells us that the majority
leader “was very solemn as he tried
to explain his vote.” He quoted “much
Scripture.” The “up-State” Republi-
cans are known to be almost painfully
devout. He wanted to punish the
“gystem” that produced HOOKER., Con-
sequently he would not punish HOOKER.
Such, in effect, was his argument.

The Albany .Journal shows the godly
man of Broome county appealing from
theindividual to the general conscience:

* He belleved the consclence of the people should
correct Indiscretions of ofMoceholders and politl-
clans, By reason of this case 1 hope & correction
of conditlons will be begun.”

Shall we disturb the meeting if we
say that “indiscretions” is good? Again
we see ROGERS as a Judge. A house-
breaker is at the bar. “Prisoner,” he
says, “or rather my unfortunate brother
and fellow sinner, it would be wrong to
punish you for indiscretions which are
really the fault of a social system in
which you have grown up. You are
discharged summa cum laude, and I
have no doubt that you will be a much
better man for this little experience.”

In fact, will not every gentleman who
has the misfortune to be dependent
for his life or liberty upon a jury of his
countrymen agree with Brother ROGERS
that it “is not right to single out one
individual and sacrifice him"?

In the Tribune Brother ROGERS is emit-
ting his peroration “with great emotion,”
which no reader can escape:

= Nelther the bench, the bar nor the people will
suffer it Justice HOOKER remalns. No man has
suffered more, nor will the standard of judicial
dignity be less. From' this time forth I belleve
he will be a better Judge: hls conduct of every
kind will be above suspicion and beyond reproach,
1 belleve the Legislature can well afford to say of
him: *Nelther do I condemn thee; go and sin no
more.' *

Would not all Judges be better for a
few years of preliminary “indiscretion”?
And is not ROGERS of Broome a de-
scendant of that JOHN ROGER3S who is
still burning at the stake at Smithfield
in certain old prints and the “Book of
Martyrs”? The piety, the high sense
of integrity, the stern courage of JAMES
T. recall the old Puritan divine,

The Balfour Government Defeated,

Although Mr. BALFOUR, notwithstand-
ing successive losses at by-elections,
has atill behind him nominally a ma-
jority of about & hundred, he was de-
feated by three votes on Thursday even-
ing during the discussion of the esti-
mates. An amendment offered by Mr,
Joun E. REDMOND, leader of the Irish
Nationalists, to the effect that the ap-
propriation for the Irish Land Commis-
sion should be reduced, was carried by
199 votes against 196, Called upon by
the Opposition to resign, the Premier
announced that he should reserve his
decision until Monday, when a resolu-
tion of censure would be voted on and
a fuller House would have the oppor-
tunity of declaring whether it had lost
confidence in the Ministry,

It will be observed that fewer than
400 members took part in the division,
while if the House were full it would
contain 670. The Government there-
fore is at liberty to regard the adverse
vote as a snap judgment not expressing
the deliberate opinion of the Chamber,
That was the position, it will be recalled,
which was taken by Mr. BALFOUR on a
former similar occasion, and which
seemed to be justified by the ease with
which immediately thereafter he re-
covered his normal majority. There
are precedents on the other side, how-
ever. A defeat on the estimates, even
though accomplished by only a slight
numerical preponderance on the part of
the Opposition, has more than once been
accepted by the Government for the
time being as a notice to quit. Mr. BaL~-
FOUR, however, i8 most reluctant to ap-
peal to the constituencies at this time.
In a recent speech he indicated clearly
the intention of postponing the disso-
lution of Parliament until 1806, and Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN, who spoke at the same
meeting, and who not long ago expressed
the wish that a general election might
take place as speedily as possible, de-
clared that he had changed his mind,
and now concurs in Mr. BALFOUR'S view
of the matter,

With Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S cordial sup-
port the Government is unlikely to be
beaten on Monday, when the Ministerial
whips will see to it that the House is
relatively full. e shall not be sur-
prised, however, to see the Government
majority signally diminished, for the
representatives of Irish landowners,
as they showed by their vote Thursday
evening on the Redmond amendment,
are thoroughly dissatisfled with the
working of the Irish Land Purchase act
of 1903. That measure seems to have
broken down financially, in the sense
that the funds needed to buy out the
landlords are not forthcoming. The
purchase money, it will be remembered,
was to be provided from the proceeds of
certain Government stock, the issuance
of whicli was authorized for the purpose.
The Exchequer has had difficulty in sell-
ing the stock on acceptable terms, and it
has at present less than ten million
pounds to meet applications under the
act amounting in the aggregate to al-
most three times as much. The Ministry,
through Mr. LoNG, president of the
Local Government Board, proposes that
the vendors shall receive tw~-thirds of
the purchase money in stock instead
of The landowners naturally are
unwilling to u:ce & depreciaved sevuiily,

oneh,

Lo

and it is evident that their spokesmen
in the House on Thursday evening helped
the Irish Nationalists and the Liberals
to defeat the (lovernment. It remains
to be seen whether their mutinous spirit
will not be mollified before the division
on the resolution of censure takes place
on Monday,

One reason why Premier BALFOUR and
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN concur in desiring
to defer a dissolution of Parliamentun-
til next year is their common belief that
they will never have a better opportunity
of cutting down Ireland’s representa-
tion at Westminster. The Government's
project is ready and its details have
been published. The aggregate number
of members in the House is to be kept at
the present figure, 670, but the unit of
population required for a member in
counties and divisions of counties has
been increased, and the result of the re-
distribution would be that Ireland, by
reason of the shrinkage of her popula-
ion, would lose twenty-two seats, one
of which would be awarded to Wales,
four to Scotland and seventeen to Eng-
land. We need not here repeat what
we have frequently pointed out, that it
is inconsistent and inequitable to di-
minish Ireland's representation on the
ground of a depleted population, when
the number of members awarded to her
by the Act of Union was not augmented
in proportion to her vast increase of
population during the succeeding forty-
five years. From the viewpoint of
British Liberals, also, the Government
redistribution bill is open to grave ob-
Jections, for it allows many small bor-
oughs, usually controlled by Conserva-
tives, to retain the privilege of returning
members, and leaves untouched the
flagrant evil of plural voting.

One can well understand the wish of
Mr. JouN E. REDMOND and his fellow
Nationalists to force the Balfour Gov-
ernment to resign before it can carry
out its purpose of reducing materially
the number of seats controlled by the
advocates of Home Rule,

The Innocence of Kansas,

Though overruled by the Navy Depart-
ment and aggregated alcohol, Governor
Hoca of Kansas continues to lament
that a bdttle of champagne is to be
broken over the bow or prow of the
battleship Kansas. Forsaking water for
a moment, he asks:

*“ Why wouldn't a whita dove be a good thing to
christen the Kansas with! Why not send a dove
out when ecach ship ls launched, signifylng our
desire for peacel”

We leave with the Bureau of Naval
Intelligence this pacific and symbolio
proposal, more fully described by the
Governor as “a dove and some water
on the side.”

Look at the Kentucky, says this eager
Dry. She was christened with water,
yet nothing has happened to her. Ah,
ves; but think of the feelings of Ken-
tucky. Think how many a cup of the
Kentucky wine has paid the penalty of
this insolence!

Editor MAsoN of Mound City has given
the Governor a bottle of water from
JOHN BROWN'S old spring; also a peti-
tion signed by more than a hundred citi-
zens of Linn county asking that this
water be used, with beneficial results,
on the Kansas.

Now with downcast eyes and cha-
stened hearts look upon the inimitable
innocence of the Sunflower land:

" Mlss ANNA HocH, the sponsor, who will crack
the bottle at the christening, wouldn't know a
bottle of champagne if she met 1t In the road, un-
less It was labeled. She has never seen a bottle of
champagne In her life. There ls no place around
the Hoch home for liquor of any kind. A discus-
slon on this point led to the observatlon that prob-
ably there was never a hottle of champagne In
Marion, the home of Governor HOOH. Marion 1s
& town of 2,000 people. It has never been bothered
with joints, and drug stores are careful ln selling
liquor. Bootleggers and ‘jug trade' through
express companles are the principal ways the
drinkers there get thelr supply, and bootleggers
don't carry champagne. Thelr only article usually
{s *‘white mule,! Quite a number of Marion peo-
ple buy four full quarts for $3.20, with a corkscrew,
twelve glasses and a bottle of wine thrown In from
mall order houses, but they never buy champagne
—at home. There is not a chlld of school age In
Marion who was ever In an open saloon. The
people make a boast of that fact. While Marlon is
a stronger temperance town than most otherd, 1t
Is estimated *“1a', taking the State over, 90 per cent,
of the children never saw the Inside of a saloon or
joint. It was on account of this condition that the
Governor had hoped that something else besides
liquor would be used In christening the Kansas,
but be has hoped ln valn.”

In view of all the facts, the Navy De-
partment should consent to a compro-
mise. If the dove with water on the side
is out of the question, at least champagne
might be replaced by “white mule.”

Our Station House Dungeons,

Our recent comments on the medieval
police stations in New York were prac-
tically illustrated in the borough of
Brooklyn on Thursday, when an un-
happy woman was found insensible and
in extreme peril of death in a cell of
the Herbert street station house, The
woman was taken from a hospital on
Wednesday to be arraigned in court, and
after an exhausting experience in an
open patrol wagon under the broiling
sun she was deposited in one of the
stone kennels in which New York con-
fines persons accused of crime, regard-
less of sex or condition,

It appears that the station house
matron visited the cell repeatedly in the
eighteen hours during which the woman
lay there. She believed, throughout,
that the prisoner was sleeping. The
prisoner, however, had removed the
dressing from a self-inflicted wound in
her chest; she was in a state of coma.
When the matron discovered her real
condition at 8 o'clock on Thursday morn-
ing and medical aid was secured, the
‘ambulance surgeon said that her coma-
tose condition had been of several hours
duration.

There would seem to be room for an
investigation as to the reason why this
woman's -condition was not discovered
sooner. The underlying evil, however,
was in the station house cell, the station
house system; in the moral effect which
the cell and the system have upon the
police in their attitude toward accused
persons. No one can expect the desk
sergeant, the doorman, the plain, ordi-
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any human rights the man or woman
whom he is required under the system
to thrust into a dark, fetid hole, in which
one would not house a dog or stable a
horse.

Here was a woman more or leas seri-
ously wounded, whose alleged crime
itself carried with it the strongest sug-
gestions of mental disorder. She had
been taken from the light and air, the
white floors and walls, and still whiter
bed of a hospital ward, where nurses
and doctors were in constant attendance
on her, and she was incontinently locked
up in the breathless, overheated, dismal
confines of a station house cell, to await,
in physical discomfort and mental tor-
ture, the convenience of her judges and
jailers.

In no respect is police reform so ur-
gently needed as in the matter of arrest
upon doubtful and insufficient cause
and in the treatment of persons sub-
jected to “preliminary detention.”

wih 10 obllgation of lving 0 & Bundrod J aarere
Sir JAMES C. BROWNE.

And of having at least $100,000. If every-
body lives to be 100, as Sir JAMES directa,
and the “dead line” is drawn at 45, a fine
combination of poorhouse and home for
the aged the world will be.

The difference between profit on invest-
ment and profit on product finds clear
fllustration in recent reports on the gold
mining industry of South Africa. The value
of the gold extracted during the current
calendar year will probably be not far from
$90,000,000. During the first six months of
this year dividends to the amount of
$25,000,000 were declared and paid. It is
expected that like and perhapa even larger
dividends will be paid during the remain-
ing six months. The dividend on output
therefore will be in excees of 50 per cent.
of itea market value. The dividends paid
during 1904 were approximately $45,000,000
on an output of a value of $75,000,000.

From the statistics given by the Trans-
vaal Government mining engin in his
report for the six months ended Dec.
81, 1004, it appears that there are 287 gold
mining companies in the Transvaal. Their
capital is given as £84,608,862. .Only about
12 per cent. of the number were dividend
payers. As some of these companies are
paying their stockholders from 40 per cent.
to 250 per cent. per annum, it is evident
that a large amount of money must have
been spent in digging unprofitable holes
in the soil of the Transvaal.

As yet, certainly, American cotton plant-
ers need lose no sleep over theefforts being
made to raise cotton in West Africa. Re-
suita so far are very discouraging to the
Royal British Cotton Growing Associa-
tion, though it still has faith in the cotton
posaibilities of the British West African
colonies. Lagos, for instance, has a rail-
way and a large area of country exclusive
of the palm oil tree belt. It has a popula-
tion of 2,600,000, but two-thirds of the people
are engaged in the palm oil tree industry,
or at least reside in that belt. Cotton has
always been grown there, yet only $2,500,000
worth was exported in the 35 years ended
1901. The highest estimate yet formed of the
cotton industry of Lagos and the north
part of northern Nigeria is a possible
annual export of 200,000 bales; but not for
a number of years will 40,000 bales be ex-
ported yearly. The people are too busy
raising palm oil, timber and cocoa to pay
any vigorous attention to cotton raising.
The experimental planting of several farms
with American seed proved a failure.

In southern Nigeria an expenditure of
$25,000 only produced $500 worth of cotton.
It will be many years before the cotton pro=
duction in this colony will reach 20,000 bales a
year, if it ever do's, says a West African
correspondent of the London Times. Lack
of transportation and the labor demands
of the mines put the Gold Coast Colony
out of the fleld for cotton growing. The
maximum yearly production for Sierra
Leone and Gambia for the next ten years
will not exceed 6,000 bales. Northern Ni-
geria is the most promising West African
cotton growing colony, but it will be very
slow work for many years, and millions of
pounds will have to be spent on the coun-
try and several railways will have to be
built. Even with these British West Afri-
can colonies will not be able to produce
more than 35,000 bales all told, and not
nearly that much for many years. The
total cotton production this year of all
these colonies combined will be only 6,000
bales.

The | xposure Will Continue to the End.

To THE EDITOR oP THE SBUN—Sir: Many
people llving remote from great centers of
population are amaged at the accumulations
of immense fortunes by city people. They
are not willing to accept the denunclations
of these wealthy people made by Bocialists,
so called, and by many others.

They account for these great fortunes by
the possession of unusual talents and astute-
ness. If n lawyer, for instance, I8 an expert
in corporation law they expect him to.receive
large fees, but they wonder at the wealth
of the Hydes, the Alexanders, the Depews,
and men of that sort. Now and then the
masks are torn off, and men who pose as the
fruit of the civilization of the twentleth cen-
tury are found to be the twentieth century
gamblers and smlary grabbers.

To what extent does this fraud permeate
the best society of the citiesa? Will THR SUN
continue to pull off the masks and let the
*guNlight of publicity” upon the frauds and
ocounterfeits, that the youth of the country
may know that character ls still of some

value? YORK.
BrxawaMmrown, July 20,
Wordeworth and Scott.
To T™ar EpitoR or THR SUN-Sir: Your cor-

respondents who have been dlacuasing the anecdote
about Wordsworth and Scott have, I think, rather
missed the point of the story. As [ remember 1,
Scott had quoted the lines In question as
“The swan on sweet St. Mary's Lake
Float double, swan and shadow.”

Wordsworth's comment was that Scott had missed
the whole spirit of the image by changing “still®
into “sweet.”
caused the reflection of the swan and gave the
double effect of swan and ghadow,

From this blunder Wordsworth deduced, whether
Justly or not, a rather contemptuous estimate of
Scott's poetical perceptions.

Scott's remark Is not, I think, contalned In one
of the novcls, as your correspondent “Lector”
suggests, but 1s In some book of memoirs or Journala
of the last century—perhaps Crabb Robinson's
“Diary,” but 1 cannot lay my hands on it at pres-

ent, G. H. S.
CHARLESTON, July 19,
What Is the Meaning of This Order?
To THR EpIToR oF THE SUN—Sir: In Samuel

warner's "Journal,” kept on the expedition to
Crown Polnt, 1750 (belonging to Capt, John Ban-
eroft's company, Col. Timothy Ruggles's regiment),
from June 7 to Nov. 28, 1 find the following record:

“Sabday July 1st orders Came out that every
one of us shoold Nz a wooden fiint in his gun, two
Capt Came in this Day from the french,”

There \s no explanation made, Why this order?
Oan It be explained? Mr. Warner went from Wil-
braham, Mass, L. B. MERRIAM,

surrieLd, Conn,, July 20,

A Hot Weather Suggestion,

i3 et

JUI® 22, 1005

1t was the stiliness of the lake that |
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ABYSSINIA AGAIN.

France, Entland and Germany in the Land
of the Ne,us Ne  ustl.

To TRE EpiTOR OF THE BUN—Sir: In con-
cluding my previous letter 1 left off at the
point where the French rallway company
had begun to feel the effects of M. Delcassé's
new policy toward Abyssinia. 1 now pro-
ceed with the detalls that led up to the Ger-
man mission and the present situation.

In 19801, when 163 kilometers of the railway
had been completed and opened to trafile,
the construction company which had been
contracted with to carry out the work called
for the canceling of its contract and the
settlement of ita accounts. Not having the
funds necessary to complete the line to the
point which was to be the junction with the
future Harrar-Addis-Abeba line, the Ethioplan
lmperial Railway Company had to look
about for fresh capital. Discredited by ita
own QGovernment, It found French capital
shy, and was finally forced to have recourse
to London, where a group of English finan-
clers made an advance of $600,000. From
that time on English capitalists took an active
interest in Abyssinian affairs, and the British
Government, having got over the initial
dificulties with Menelik arising out of its
numerous defeats in South Africa, set to
work through its able representative at
Addis-Abeba, Col Harrington, to (nvest
the positions that had been held by France
and England respectively up to then, and
with considerable success.

Aided by their diplomatic agent, English
financiers kept closely pressing the French
Ethioplan company, always short of funds.
Three English societies were formed, the
()cqnnn Consolidated Company, the New
African Company and the New KEgyptlan
Company, the last named under official
auspices. These formed the Ethiopian Rail-
way Trust and Construction Company and
offered the French company all the money
it need‘ed under the following conditions:

1. The Imperial company to cede to the
trust a certaln amount of its sharea.

2. The bonds held by the trust to be turned
into shares,

3. The sums advanced to be repaid at a
fixed date, failing in which the completion
of the wark to be handed over to the trust.

4. The International Railway Trust to
take over oontrol of the whole enterprise,

e French company, wearied by the re-
buffs it received from M. Delcassé, was on
the point of accepting these terms when the
French colonial Kart took the matter up
so energetically that he promised them that
the affair should receive a “rational solution.”
But days and months went by and nothing
was done. In the meantime steps were taken
for the construction of a railway from a
port in British Sormaliland to the Abyssinian
fuPitAl. and at the first meeting of the share-
10lders of the trust, in December, 1901, Lord
Chesterfleld, the president, announced that
the trust had been formed to carry out the
policy indicated from the first.

The French press then began a campaign
and the colonial rroupn in the Senate and
Chamber made collactive representations that
led to the Government guaranteeing the

3,000,000 required. On Jan. 21, 1002, nothin

aving been done, M. Etienne, on behalf o
the co nnlalrany.nuta quesation to M. Delcassé
who replied in an evasive and ambiguous
manner. The matter was, however, pushed
80 vigorously that on Feb. 6 M. Delcassé
Erenenvwd to the Chamber an arrangement

y which the oolony of Jibutil engaged itself
to pay for a period of fifty years, beginning
with July 1, 1802, the sum of $100,000 annually
to guarantee and liouidate the debt of the
company, Being further guaranteed by
the State, the bonds were put on the market
on the same terms as the ordinary Govern-
ment gecrities,

The result was that on Deo, 26, 1002, the

rat locomotive arrived at Harrar station, 205

ilometers from Jibutil, the first gection of
the projected line to the capital and the Nile.
Arrived at this point, the French company
solicited tha promised decree for the comﬂum.
tion of the lina to Addis-Abe a, but was
met with a refusal from Menelik, not only
to grant the decree but even to be present
at the inauguration of the first section. Thia
unexpacted action of the Negus completely
stupefled the colpnial party in France, until
it came to light that M. Delcass* had omitted
to make communication to Menelik of the
terms of the convention of Feb, 6, 1902, the
fourteenth clause of which provided for the
eventual taking over by the French Govern-
ment of the whole line up to the river Hawash,
thus annexing a large piece of Abyssinian
territory. It further came out that the
terms of the convention were firat mada
known to Menelik by the British diplomatio
ag

ent.

Lhis was the final blow to French influence
and interests in Abyssinia and brought Mene-
lik round to the rnli-'_v apenly advocated
by the British and Italian agents at his capi-
tal—the internationalization of the line and
placing [t under the trust already spoken
of; in other words, handing it over to British
control, with the certainty that the line frem
British Somaliland would _eventually be
built and the ruin of the French Jibntil-
Harrar line and the eolony of French Soma-
liland completed, or that they wonld eventu-
ally be taken over by Creat Rritain, which
would &eem, from his actions, to have been
the secret intention nf M. Delcassé for com-
pensations in other directione,

Then came the Anglo-French eonvention
of last vear, with some ot unonblished con-
ditione, that led to the German mission un-
der BRaron Romen to Abvesinia, which fonnd
Menelik embarraseed and hecitatine, foll of
resentment toward France and doubtful of
the policy of internationalizntion preseed
on him by Creat Britain and Jtaly. By the
commercial treate entered into with Cer-
many, this Power hasa necnired the rieht to
take part in firtnre deliheratinne affectine
Abvesinian_affaire, and there e iret 5 sua-
picion In Paria that in enech deliberationa
Giormany will he found supporting French
intorecta effectivaelr, '

1t may ba aaid in conclneion that the French
enlnnial narty {a nnt ertiralr unfavorable
ta thia solntion af a AiMevity for which thay
hnld M, Delcassd altogether and eolelv re-
gpnoneihla PERA.

NEw York, Julvy 19,

Life Insurance Solicitation Agante Unnecessary,

To TAP EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Recently
you auoted an artlele from the Insurance Prass
to the effect that solicitation for 1!fe ingurance Ig
A necessity, and that no one has ever vet sueceeded
in Inducing healthy and desirable subiects for
life Insurance to present themselves without the
Intervention of an arent,

What the Mutual Life may have done or may
not have done twenty-five vears ago is not con-
clnslve as to what is now helng done,

The fact is life Insurance has been and can be
written without agents, and s now being 0 written.
The most notable non-agency company 13’ the
ol1 Equitable of London, that never had an
agent and never pald out a dollar In commissions
to anybody. It simply takes what business comes
over the threshold: it 1s one of the strongest and
best companies In the world: Its assets are more
than $25.000,000, and among Its policyholders are
many American Insurance officlals and Insurance
actuaries, who surely ought to know good Insurance
when they see it.

A non-agenoy Institution, organized under the
laws of the State of New York, does business solely
by advertising and correspondence, and i3 desig-
nated a llfe Insurance club. It has no agents or
branoh ofMces.

As a matter of fact, the lifs Insurance story is
not so hard to tell but that 1t can be told In the
newspapers and perlodicals and by carefully pre-
pared letters and printed matter—much better
told, indeéed, than by the ordinary agent.

The policles thus secured may not | e so large In
amount, but th y are m ch less linble to lapse. | e-
cause those who take out policies do so after proper
consideration and without lelng argued into it or
overpowered by an agent,

Those who have watched the glant strides of
modern advertising and have noted the perfection
of advertising methoda, by which about everything
from real estate to an education can be sold, irmly
belleve that the day of the Ilfe Insurance agent
as an Indispensable factor has passed, which
means lower premium rates and larger dividends
to the policyholders, WESLEY SISSON,

Sma Currr, L. 1., July 20,

The Cotton Scandal.

Prom the Baltimore Manufacturers' Record.

It 1s hoped that Mr. Harvie 'ordan, president,
and Mr. Richard Cheatham, secretary,of the South-
ern Cotton Assoclatlon, may recelve from the
cotton exchanges of New York, Savannah, New
Orleans and perhinps other cltles information bear-
ing upon market developments during the past
three or fo r years which, assombled and analyzed,
may prove of inestimable value Ln the probing of
the scandal in the Agricultural Department and
overcome the diMoulties arising from what 1s now
beginning to be recognized as a premature actlion
by the Secretary of the Department,

The probing should not stop at the mere connec-
tlon of employess of the Department with the leaks
or with manlipulations of the market, but should
extend, If possible, to Influences outside of the
Department which may have coutributed to the
embarrassment of the legitimate cotton trade, It

| 15 belleved that a full Investigation of the particular

event in the Agricultural Department made by

LIBRARY IN THE BRONX.

History of Its Rise and Develepment in
Five Years.

To Tur Epiror or THs Buw—8Sir: On
Saturday afternoon, July 23, at 8 o‘clock, the
trustees of the New York City Public Library
will open with appropriate exercises the new
library bullding which has just been com-
pleted at Tremont, the munioipal borough of
The Bronx. The growth of interest in the
work of the public library and the organiza-
tion of it into an eficient agency form an
important chapter of local history.

Five years ago there was no inocorporated
free public circulating library in all of the
borough except a small library at Riverdale.
Harlem was the nearest place for library privi-
leges for most of the 500,000 citizens of the
borough, a distance of about four miles from
Tremont. Percelving the needs of the peo-
ple, the Rev. F. Barrows Makepeace, the pas-
tor of Trinity Congregational Church, soon
after begiuning his pastorate resolved to ece
if conditions could not be bettered.

In response to appeals made through the
press and at various meetings, sbout 3,000
books were soon gathered and housed in one
of the parlors of the church, and Miss J. I1da
Bedell was appointed librarian. In March,
1901, the Bronx Free Public Library Assooia-
tion was Incorporated with the following
board of trustees:

The Rev. T. Barrows Makepeace, president:
the Hon. Willlam W. Nles, vice-president; Walter
E. Hallett, secretary; Arthur A. Stoughton, treas-
urer; Dr. N. L. Britton, the Hon. Heary A. Gumble-
ton, 1srael C. Jones, M. D,; the Hon. Douglas Mat-
thewson, Prof. Charles Gray Staw, Ph. D.

Without aid from the city at any time, and
with only $400 altogether from the State, the
library gradually grew until it numbered
4,000 volumes, and since July. 1801, has em-
ployed a vald librarian and been open three
hours daily. From the first there have been
more than 2,000 applications and a total cir-
culation of more than 69,000. The work tbus
accomplished has been made ible only by
the intelligent and active work of the trustees
and the cordial cooperation of many citizens
of Tremont and viclnity.

After the corporatiobn was formed, and
while it was maturing its plans for the still
greater enlargement of its work, announce-
ment was made of Mr, Carnegie’s great rln
to the city. The board at once entered into
a hearty cooperation with the trustees of the
city library, and made it certain that a large
and wsuitable buildlng would be located in
Tremont. Thig building is now ready for
use, and the Bronx Free Public Library will
turn over to this branch its work of library
circulation,

The trustees of the Bronx Free Library
have, however, from the first contemplated
a much larger work than merely that of es-
tablishing acirculnﬂnf library. They will
retain their organization, therefore, and act
not only as a local advisory body in library
matters, but also for the advancement o
various forms of educational and institutional
work, of which fuller announcement will be
made In the autumn.

An intelligent and well organived begin-
ning has thus been made, and a good work
well carried on, which will enable the city
library to enter at once upon a work of greater
usefuiness than otherwise would have been

ossible; and the trustees of the Bronx Free
Library ‘are now able to initiate certain ad-
vanced movements which for a time have
been Impossible because of the work of
library circulation which reauired their im-
mediate attention. This latter work will be
gratefully remembered by thousands of
eople whose desire for books and periodicals
as been so effectively met during the past
four and a half vears. TREMONT.

New Yong, July 21,

A MONUMENT TO SLAVES.

An Appeal by Southern Women for Its
Erection.

Mrs. Kate W. Moore, Oakland, Miss., in the
Confederate Veteran.

I have just read Miss Mary Bolari’s grand
sentiments in the March Veteran in regard
to a monument to the faithful blacks of the
South. Being in full sympathy with her in all
her views, 1 wish to emphasize her idea that
right now is the time to bagin the noble work,
and | would esteem it an honor to be among
the first to begin working for the cause.

A few instances from my own life will show
why my heart should dictate such a step.
My mother died when 1 was four years old,
leaving three little girls, myself the oldest,
and it was an old black mammy who cared
for ue till the new mother came to take the
place of the lost one. My baby sister’s crib
was placed In the cabin by mammy'’s bed,
and it was an old black hand that tenderly
rocked it for many a night, and we lis; our
prayers at a black mammy’s knee.

During the war, while my father was in the
army, my mother and four children lived on
the plantation, a mile from any other white
person, und were protected by a faithful old
negro man, who was father’s foreman. There
were about seventy-five negroea on the place,
and he superintended everything and made
the crops. After the surrender he remained
our “right hand” until death claimed him.

My father died In 1879 of sporadic yellow
fover, and his sudden death caused one of
those dreadful panics that we can remember
only with horror. The white people fled;
but our negroes were there, faitliful to the
very last, and they formed the midnight
funeral procession that carried my honored
father to the cemetery. Do you wonder that
1 should be glad to give a proof of gratitude
for such heroic devotion? know there are
thousands of men and women in the South
whose experlence has been similar to mine.
Will not some ope start the movement for a
monument and give us the opportunity of
assisting in the work?

——

One of the New Equitable Directors.
From the Chariotle Observer.

The announcement In the despatches in this
morning’s paper that Mr. D. A. Tompkins was
yesterday elected one of the new directors in the
Equltable Life Assurance Soclety will carry great
pleasire to many people in Charlotte, In North
Carolina and the South,

1t 1s not too much to say that Mr. Tompkins is
one of the very foremost, as he is one of the best
known, business men in the South, and it was no
doubt for this reason that this distinction—an
honorable and responsible one—was conferred
upon him. Perhaps no one in the South is recog-
nized in the North and East as so thoro ghly rep-

| Stuart Phelps and Mrs. Wikins Freeman,

resentative of Southern business Interests; and
because he Is the type of man he is, policyholders

| In the Equitable will hail his election to its director-
| ate with gratification,

He will discharge his trust
with knowledge and fidellty apd will conserve
with alert Intelligence the interests commiited to
his hands.

The Correct Writers.
Prof, Thomas R. Lounsbury in Harper's Magazine,

There 1s not a single great author In our Iitera-
ture In whose works numerous errors have not been
polnted out, or thought to be polnted out, They
are charged with violating rules involving the
purity if not the permanence of the language. A
somewhat depressing Inference follows from the
situation thus reveaied. The abllity to write Eng-
lish correctly does not belong to the great masters
of our specch. It Is limited to the obscure men
who have devoted themselves to the task of show-
ing how far these vaunted writers have fallen
short of the ldeas of lingulstic pmpﬂelx enter-
talned by thelr unrecognized betters. As a result
of these oritical crusades there 13 no escape from
the dismal conclusion that the correct use of the
language 18 not to be found in the authors whom
every one reads with pleasure, but 18 an acoom-
plishment reserved exclusively for those whom
nobody can succeed In reading at all.

Sleeping In Hot Weather.

To THAR Eprror or TR SUN—Sir: “T. 8, 0.'s"
suggestion of using strips of matting on beds during
any heated term is admirable; I can heartlly com-
mend it; but look before you leap and disinfect
your matting, or you'll ind the finest crop of fleas
on earth.

Three-quarters of all the mattings Imported
are simply full of fleas, S.J. M,

NEW YORK, July 20.

A Puzzle,

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sfr: A new pusrle
for the grown up department:

Find the man who can prove our Chaunsey was
touched for $2,500 for “Fads and Fancles”; or was
“Fads and Fancles” touched for $2,500 to get hls
name first on the list?

This Is a question which Is interesting the larger
grafters. H. L. R,

NEW YORK, July 20,

In Harper's MoniMy Magasine for August even
the fictlon which characterizes “midsummer”
numbers Is cast into the shade by the gorgeousness
and number of the colored {llustrations, Mr,
Tarkington's serial 1s flanked by elght short storles,
the major part by women, among them Ellzabeth
Mr.

To TA® EDITOR OF THE SUN—Sfr; During this ‘ persons untouched and not to be touched by the | Howells continues his pleasant London descrip-

heated term If a man will 'eave his shirt band un- |
buttoned and button bis collar to the stud, leaving |

the band loose, he will fiud It a great comfort,

In ordinary weather, or course, go back to the old

plan of buttoning. COMPORT.
New YOAK July 3L/

many labyrinthlan and more or less obscure In- |
fluences of life at the natlonal capital would throw |

a flood of light upon jugglery with sources of In-

formation d medlums for clreulating it from
Washingu@h—all without the knowledge of Cablnet
[ would amase the American people,

tlons, Prof. Newcomb writes on life In the universe
and Prof. Lounsbury on uncertalntles \n usage of
the Engiish tongue. There are articles on the
pew forms of the slave trade and on Miasissipp!
Iife. Among the contributors of verse are Mrs.

Bnaftard and Prnf Oasves W wr. -4y o
- - IR TTUIET - v evwvvaaps

GREAT EXPLOSION TO-DAY,

Henderson’s Pdnr;ml Be Blown Up With
Dynamite.

PortemovuTH, N. H., July 21~Promptly
at 4 o'olock to-morrow afternoon Misg
Edith Foster will press a button which
will send the entire voltage of the n.vy
yard eleotrio light plant into nearly fifty
tona of dynamite, The resulting explosion
is expected to break into fragments 70,000
tone of solid ledge, all that is left of Hender-
son's Point, The blast, the largest evep
set off in this oountry, if not in the world,
it is thought will create a disturtance
in the water which will amply repay the
thousands of persons who will gather on
the nearby shores to witness the aight,
What will be the effect of this gigantic ex.
plosion is although the
engineers do not expect any serious damage,

Preparation for the blast has been going
on for the last three years, and as an en-

feat has attracted atteution
all over the world. To remove a point of
land 300 feet long by an average of 400 feet
wide to a depth of 85 feet below mean low
water, and in the face of a tide which hLas
& maximum speed of five knots an kour,
was the problem.

Henderson's Point juts out from the Sea-
vey's Island side of the Portsmouth Navy
Yard into the Piscataqua River at its nar-
rowest part, where it makes a sharp turn,
oausing innumerable currents and a tids

officars but of merchant captains

has been the tide at the point
| there is over ninety feet

deep, worn out of solid rock by the rush of

the water.

In 1902 the itemn of $750,000 was inserted in
the naval bill for the removal cf the point.
The ocontract was awarded to the Masua-
Company for $749.000.

ine work would b

The blast will be fired from a stand near
the reservoir hill, about 800 yards from the
point, out of danger, but in full view of the
entire point. Mise Foster will be surrounda~d
ﬁn:&hod i plncludh?: Bkz:rb‘{d.“‘-

f miral

W. W. Hﬂ.’& N., the eammandant of
yard; Gov. Mclane of New Hampshire,
and staff; the members of the New Hamn-
delegation, who weie ine

in getting the appropriation,
rominent vita-

mm:!:ttw,

about
and will leave the city for the day, but,
on the other hand, thousands of visitors
will be present from all parts of the ecuntry.

M’ADOO HEARS NZGR2 PRITEST.

Delogatien Calls te Dissuss Reemnt Race
Disturbances—Fair Flay Premised.

A ocommittee of negroes made up of
Rev. Dr. W. H. Brooks of 816 West Fifty-
third street, Gilchrist Stewart, R. H. Buny
and Benjamin Thomas called on Polics
Commissioner MoAdoo yesterday to ta'k
over the recent race troubles on the uprcr
West Side. Later Mr. McAdoo eaid on t' s
subject:

“I had a very fulland frank interview with
those gentlomen. Inspectors Brooks, Cort-
right and Mclaughlin and (h{r:n. Cooney
and Gallagher were rresent, the pree-
ence of the colored delegation I gdve my
instructions in the most positive manner
to the police that the administration of law
must be im-artial as well against the dis-
orderly whites as against rovgh regroes,
but I insisted to the colored gentlemen thrt
disarmament must go on against a certain
olass of colored reople.

“The oolored delegation made certain
srecific charges against the police wtich I
m hlvg investigated promptly and to the

om.

GOES ABROAD TO STUDY POLICE.
MoAdoe Sends Inspeotor 0'Brien te Eured)
to Make Observations.

Inspector Steve O'Brien of the Detective
Bureau is going to Furope next month
to studv polios conditions. Mr. McAdoo
s sending him.

In announcing his plan Mr. McAdoo said
yesterday"

*Acting Inspector O’Brien has shown
much ability in relieving congested traffic,
and a8 he and I are both econvinced that
there i3 room for further improvement
1 am eending him to Europe to study the
gvstems in vo in the large cities there.
He will also investigate the extradition
of fugitives. New York is a clearing house
for fugitives from all parts of Europe,
Canada and the United States, and the
practise here is to act promptly on re-
$:mm from foreign countriss and other

ies.

*He will also look into the methods of
reoording criminals and the regulation of
certain vices.”

MEDAL FORTY YEARS ASTRAY.

A Hoboken Jeweler mu Restore to Capt.
P. 8. Tinen Trophy He Won in War.

David Hubbell, a Hoboken jeweler,
bought a Union Army soldier's medal in a
Fulton street, Brooklyn, salesroom in 1885
or 1888. The madal bore the imscription
“P, 8. Tinen, Second Lieutenant, April, 1561.
First Licutenant, 1861, Captain, 1862
Major, 1864. Discharged 1865." He made
numerous ineffectual efforts to locate th:
owner and eventually concluded that Tinen
was dead. Mr. Hubbell recently showed
the medal to Deputy Warden J. 8. Stewart of
the Hudson County Almshouse. Mr, Stew-
art, who is a veteran, advertised in a Wash-
ington paper that ‘linen’s trophy was in
the hands of a man who was anxious to
find the owner, and Mr. Tinen raw the
notice. Tinen is an inmate of the National
Soldiers’ Home at Hampton Roads, Va.
Hubbell received a letter from hiin yester-
dn{ saying that he had lost the medal in
Ph Iadelgh in 1865, ahonl{ after his di=-
charge from the army. It will Le 1e-
turned to him,

TO TAX THE CORNELL TRACT.

The Assessors of Harriettstown Say It Is
No Longer Used for School Purposes.

PauwL BmiTa's, N. Y., July 21.—The bowd
of assessors of the town of Harriettstown,
in which much of the famous Cornell tract is
located, have made an assessment for schiool
taxes against the prot;erty. The arsessors
assert that the tract Is no longer used for
school purposes and is therefore nubject
to a tax. They say that a tree b~ not
been set out in two years by the Cornel
School of Forestry, while the cutting of
timber under contract with the Brookivn
Cooperage Company has continued. 1he
tract, which was purchased with pubuc
money and entrusted to Cornell University
for thirty years, vith which to experinent
in forestry, formerly returped! snnnually 4
tax of about $1,200. .. ix . c ed that
Cornell University will cuntest the claim
of the Harrlettstown assessors that thLe
tract is no longer used for school purposes.

MISSIONARIES MARRY.

Harriet Jane Wyol(immnromm t he Tiride
of the Rev, John Eugene Hall at Toklo.

NEW BRUNSWICK, July 21.—Miss Harrio!
Jane Wyckoff, daughter of the Rev. D
and Mrs. Martin N. Wyckoff, formerly of
this city, but now of Tokio, Japan, wis
married to the Rev. John Eugene Haii a
missionary of t! ® Cumberland Presbiyterii
Church, by the Rev., Dr. Hail, the fruiee
rroom's father, in the Meiji Gakuin Choool
Tokio, Japan, on July 12, The Lo
father is president of Ferris Senurars
Tokio, Japan. Miss Wyckofl receive
education at the Misses Anable's = !
in this city and later went to the M i
school at t Northfield, Mass, She wob
to Japan a8 a missionary about seven yrars
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